
Raza Naeem is an Arabic-speaking Pakistani social scientist, literary critic and 
translator currently based in Lahore. He has been trained in Political Economy 
from the University of Leeds in the UK and in Middle Eastern History and 
Anthropology from the University of Arkansas at Fayetteville, USA. He has 
travelled in and reported from Egypt, Yemen and Turkey over the years, and is 
presently working on two books, namely, on a political and cultural history of 
post-Arab Spring Yemen; and a book on the contradictions of bourgeois 
democracy in Pakistan. He has previously held a prestigious 2013-14 British 
Council and Charles Wallace Trust Fellowship at the University of Bradford in 
the UK. His research on Yemen was also shortlisted for the prestigious invited 
Gulf Research Meeting in August 2016 on ‘Yemen and the GCC: Future 
Relations’ at the Gulf Research Centre at the University of Cambridge in the UK. 


